‘ 


— 


NAUTICAL RESEARCH JOURNAL. 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 


HARRY D. HAMILTON, SEC’TY-TREAS., 15004 E. GRANADA AVE., WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 


VOLUME V MARCH 1953 NUMBER 3 


4 
™ 
\ 
d 
ae 
ii 
. 


38 VOLUME V March 1953 NUMBER 3 


ROBERT LEWIS STEVENSON and THE CASCO 
By Commodore Clifford A, Smith, San Francisco 


Casteo (Sp) 1. The hull of a ship ‘ 
2. A long, almest rectangular barge or leighter, sometimes with 
sails, used in the Philippine Islands, 


188). July lst. A yacht rate was held from the Golden Gate to Santa Cruz, seventy 
one nautical miles down the Pacific Coast into Monterey Bay, California, 
CASCO, largest of the Pacific Bay Fleet in that year, participated, She was 
a well built schooner, 95 OAL (over all in length) 8! WL (waterline) beam 
21.50, draft 10", Fore and aft gaff topsail rig. 70 tons. She was modeled 
ty her owner Dr. Simon Merritt of Oakland where Lake Merritt bears his name, 
He was mayor of Oakland in 1870 and was rated an eccentric millionaire. Under 
the doctor's orders, the CASCO was built in Oakland in 1878 by Mears and 
Havens for racing and cruising. She was rigged first class up and luxuriously 
below, In the photo the flag on the main is the Merritt house flag and on the 
fore, the burgee of the San Francisco Yacht Club. She had made trips to Puget 
Sound, Monterey Bay, San Diego and the South Seas. Dr. Merritt and his schoon- 
er CASCO were members of the San Francisco Yacht Club, the first and now the 
oldest Yacht Club on the Pacific Coast, Both clubs were located in Sausalito, 
California, which is across the Bay frem San Francisco, Nelle by Ne During the 
eighties, the San Francisco Bay Fleet was composed principally of about 12 
large schooners. 1953 the fleet is composed of about 1200 of all kinds of 
craft, mostly small ones, The large yachts are too expensive to build and 
maintain, According to the score in the Santa Cruz Race of 188), the CASCO 
finished in sixth place in 7 hours, 55 minutes, 10 seconds, Being the largest, 
she was probably the scratch boat, 


Secore-Galden Gate to Santa Cruz Yacht Race July 1, 1888, a 
Yacht Corrected Time Yacht Corrected Time 


AGGIE lst 7201.17 HALCYON Sth Te27e27 
NELLIE 2nd Tell CASCO 6th 7055410 
LURLINE 3rd 7019037 ANNIE 7th 7055017 
FLEUR de LIS hth 7e27el9 ARIEL 8th 8.53645 


Some notes say she was not rigged for hurricanes, probably meaning her tall 
masts were at a disadvantage during such blows. Some chronicles say after 
being in the South Seas she developed the dread "dry rot" which was found in 
parts of her masts. She was sent to Papeete and repairs were made which 
seemed to have carried her through the rest of the trip 


At this time Mr, Stevenson wrote of his and his wife's aspirations and 
declared: "She vows in ardour for a house to trot, 
I stake my votive prayers upon a yacht," 


As a boy he seemed to like ships and used to go down to Leith to see them, He 
had sailed cat boats but no large boats. He did however make a trip as guest 
in August 187) down the West Coast of Scotland in a ten ton schooner owned by 
Sir Walter Simpson, 


1888, May = June. Mr, Stevenson had arrived from ingland and was on the Atlantic 
Coast with the idea of getting away to the South Sea Islands on a sailing 
vessel, his friend Fanny Loomis, then in California, knowing of Stevenson's 
intentions looked up Dr. Merritt and told him of Stevenson's idea of sailing 
to the South Seas, and asked about chertering his yacht for the trip. Dr, 
Merritt, the eccentric millionaire, thought Stevenson was a crank and passed 
up the idea of shartering CACO. Stevenson, after arriving in San Francisco, 
made sone money writing for publishers and magazines, He applied for a job 
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on the San Francisco Bulletin’ but they said his writings were not satisfactory. 
About this time he inherited L3000 from his father's estate, 


After meeting Stevenson, Dr, Merritt changed his mind about him and agreed to 

charter CASCO for $750.00 per month, (Eccentric, eh?) At the owners request 

the Schooner!s Captain Otis was engaged to skipper the ship, The crew was three 

Swedes, the Chinese Cook, Ah Foo and the inevitable Finn, Stevengon's health 
was not too robust at the time so they decided to head for the Galapagos Ise 

° lands, then to the Marquesas and if he felt all right by that time, then ta head 

for the South Seas to complete his dream of all. dreams, 


June 23, 1888, The biography books of Stevenson seem to vary a bit on dates, 
* but the San Francisco Examiner of Monday, June 26, 1888, printed the fact that 
Dr. Merritt's schooner CASCO left port (SF) last Saturday June 23, 1888, with 
Robert Louis Stevenson and party, for the South Seas, After riding at anchor 
off North Beach, under the shadows of Telegraph Hill, CASCO was towed out thru 
the Golden Gate to sea and the trip was under way, The CASCO logged 256 the 
first 2); hours. They made the liarquesas and then on to the Enchanted Islands. 
It is said he wrote "The Master of Ballantrae" and the "Wrong Box" in the 
cabin of the CASCO. In the Fakarava Island in the South Seas, because at that 
time she was painted white and was beautiful and new to the native eye, the 
natives called her the "Silver Ship", 


From page 11 - "In the South Seas! by Robert Louis Stevenson, "The men fathom= 
ed out her dimensions with their armg as their fathers fathomed ovt the dimen- 
sions of the ships of Cook, The women declared the cabin was lovelier than a 
churchs bouncing Junos were never weary of sitting in the chair and contem- 
plating in the glass their own blond images; and I have seen one lady strip up 

» her dress, and with cries of wonder and delight rub her bare breech upon the 

velvet cushions", 


Some time was spent around Tahiti and Samoa, during which time the author wrote 
"The Wrecker" in '91, "In the South Seas" in 190, "The Feast of Famine", "The 
Song of Rahero", both ballads, "The Master of Ballantrae" in '89, "On the Ebb 
Tide" in !9), The immortal "Treasure Island" was written in 1881, and Dr, 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde in 1886, Sometime was also spent in and around Honolulu 
and Stevenson stayed on there after sending CASCO home to San Francisco, He 
later at Honolulu chartered a trading schooner the EQUATOR for further South 
Sea cruises, 


Stevenson died at Yalimar where he wrote the famous "Valimar Letters", on Samoa, 
near Vaca, on December 3, 1894, at the age of 5, with the flag of the CASCO 
laid over him along with the Union Jack, I wouldn't be a bit surprised if that 
_ "flag of the CASCO" wasn't the burgee of the San Francisco Yacht Club which I 
& saw flying from her mainmast with Robert Louis on board in an old photograph 
taken on San Francisco Bay before the South Sea trip. I wish I could get that 
photograph now, I traced it to Oakland but the photographer vanished and the 
picture with him, Stories say the ensign was presented to the Speculative Soc- 
iety by Charles Baxter in 1906, And so the Stevenson Charter Party comes to an 
end, but the CASCO sails on, 


CASCO becomes a seal hunter in the iJorth Pacific along with a hundred other 
vessels which sprang into this lucrative trade, CASCO being a yacht was out 

of her class with this bunch of murderers and of course being much faster than 
these barges she skimmed over the ocean to market and back and made money for 
her owners, These traders were so ruthless that the Canadian and American Gov= 
ernments put a stop to their nefarious business. 


. 
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CASCO becomes a smuggler and slipped by and away from many a Revenue Cutter, 
She landed many cargoes of opium and illegal Chinese immigrants on the wild 
Pacific Coast from Oregon to British Columbia, Once caught in a calm CASCO 
became very nervous when they spotted a vessel of the Revenme Officers coming 
up on them, The officers boarded her and made search but found nothing. Much 
to their surprise and went on still. wondering. It is reported that the CASCO 
crew brought up, one by one, 32 Chinese being smuggled in, cracked them over 

the head, weighted their bodies and threw them overboard along with a load of 
opium, before the Revenue Officers boarded, 


1915. CASCO after laying in the Harbor at Vancouver, B.C., for a long time again 
became a Lady of Distinction and was put in commission for the Sea Scouts, 


1919. CASCO thirty one years after Stevenson sailed her out the Golden Gate for the 
South Seas, once again set to sea thru the Gate bound for the behring Sea and 
Siberia in search of gold. She made a record trip from San Francisco to Nome 
in 2 days. On September 8, 1919, a blizzard and storm drove her ashore on 
lonely King Island. The historic Coast Guard ship BEAR rescued the crew but 

the dear old CASCO thus came to her end, 


CASCO,most famous yacht to sail out of the port of San Francisco, First, a 
cruising yacht, then a racer, then romance in the South Seas, then a seal 
hunter, then trade=smuggler, training ship for Sea Scouts and finally a cargo 
carrier, The CASCO sailed into memory but the books of Robert Louis Stevenson 
live after him all over the world. 


SHIP PHOTOS 
from the Crabtree Museum, Rt. 2, Boz: 5U8Y, Miami 43, Florida % 


H. T. Fitzpatrick and William E, Carter visited this mseum and reported glow- 
ingly of the beauty and workmanship of the ship models made by August F, Crabtree, 
Mr. Fitzpatrick thought the exhibit "magnificent" and that the photos are beautiful, 
However we thank F. T, Manning for a copy of the list as sent him by Mr, Fitzpatrick. 

All models are on a scale of 1/4 = 1 foot, 5 x 7 contact prints 25 cents each. 
8 x 10 contact prints 75 cents each single, three or more $ .60 each. 


Egyptian = 1500 B,C. Broadside = Stern quarter 


Roman 5SOA.D. Broadside 
Mora 1066 A.D. Broadsids 
Santa Maria Broadside = Stern quarter 
Galleass = 1660 Broadside = Stern quarter = Bow quarter 
Dutch Yacht = 1670 Broadside = Stern quarter = Bow quarter 
British Royal Yacht = 167) Broadside = Stern quarter = Bow quarter 
Close up of Stern and quarter : 

St. Albans = 1686 Broadside = Stern quarter = Bow quarter & 
French Galley = 1690 Broadside = Stern quarter - Bow quarter- 

Stern = Close up of Stern thru magnifying 

glass, 
Venetian Gondola = 1692 Broadside 
Lexington = 1775 Broadside = Stern quarter = Bow quarter 
East Indiaman - 1805 Broadside ~ Stern quarter = Bow quarter 

Close up of deck amidships 

Britannia = 180 Broadside = Stern quarter - Bew quarter 


In the case of the East Indiaman, we have views of both broadsides, one of 
which is finished and the other unplanked, 

Pictures of the stern of the St. Albans and French Galley together and 
Sterns of the St, Albans and Venetian Galleass together, 
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SEAMING SAILS and REEF POINTS 
by John Lang, N.R.G., Somerset, England 


Here are a few "thoughts" about sails and sailmaking as requested. The material 
I use, when available, is a fine lawn, This is finer than the material in handker- 
chiefs but unfortunately my stock is getting low now. I heard several people say 
that tracing linen is very good if the greater part of the dressing is washed out, 

I use a piece of material large enough for all the sails I am making and on it along 
one line of threads I mark, with a sharp pencil, distance corresponding to the width 
of the cloths used in making the sails, Starting at one of the end marks I draw out 
a thread. To do this it is necessary to probe with a needle for a start but once a 

short length has been unpicked it is possible to pull the rest out if done gently. 

e If it breaks, then one has to find the broken end in the middle of the length. Un- 
less the broken end is found and pulled there twill be a kink in the "seam", 

In practice I find that any of the sewing silks etc, are too thick to be thread= 
ed back in place of one of the original threads drawn out, so I have drawn out two 
adjacent threads, When several pairs of threads have been drawn the colored thread 
(Sylko, I use) is threaded back in its place, To achieve the very best effect one 
should thread over one thread, under one and so on but I have not got down to that 
yet. I think you will see from my sample that it is under about four threads, over 
four, On the sample the colored thread is Sylko size 0, colour D198; but I feel 
that a better colour would have been D98, or Sheen size ho colour No, 408, samples 
of which are enclosed also, Needle sizes,..the smallest and finest that can be used, 

If making a large scale model it should be possible to draw out two lots of 
threads to represent the two rows of stitching on each seam in the sails, This would 
mean leaving about three or four threads between these two rows, but unless the scale 
was 1/4" or larger I feel that the one row is nearly enough and if the double row 
was going to be put in the coloured thread, it should be a lighter shade than if 

# only one row is used, otherwise the effect is going to be too heavy, By doing this 
"sewing" before cutting out the sails there is no likelihood of distorting the sails 

while doing it and the actual sails can be plotted on fabric to get the seams run= 

ning in the right direction. 


Reef Points, On small scale models whether the sails are fabric or bond paper I 
should be inclined to draw them on with a hard pencil, but if the scale is large 
enough to put them on with actual thread I would cut out a narrow strip of the sail 
cloth for the reef band and stick this on with some colourless glue, With a fine 
awl mark the holes for the pcints and thread the actual point by tying fine knots 
close up to the sail on either side. In practice these cords are inclined to lie 
anyway which is not natural so after cutting them to the scale length I fix them to 
the surface of the sail with a light dab of adhesive, 


Bag in Sails, When sewing the hems on sails which represent the tablings of the 
real sails, allowance must be made for the bag in the sail, At the end of the 18th 
& Century this was 1:12 on head and foot ropes and 1:2) on leaches, If this can be 
included it will give the sails a certain amount of "life" without the artificial 
moulding so often used, (Note: The color of the thread which represents the seam 
is a light ecru which shows a slight contrast to the white of the sail. This sample 
will be mailed upon request), 


NOTES FROM MEMBERS 
Rigging Lines from John M, Minuse, The Ashaway Company, with an agent in the 
Chrysler Building, New York on 2nd St, and Lexington Ave,, make many sizes of un= 
dyed linen line = they have a sample card, 
Model Wood = also from Mr, Minuse = Foreign and domestic hard woods and ply= 
woods may be bought of Congdon Boat Lumber Co,, 270 Ferrie Ave., White Plains, N.Y. 
For New York, Jersey and nearby members == phone White Plains 6-4111, 
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LETTERS TO THE SECRETARY 


From Francis E,. Bowker, Rutland Verniont, Your letter of the 18th arrived 
at the front door along with Andy Nesdall and Giles Todd, of Boston, who had come up 
to spend the week-end with us, It certainly was a coincidence that you should men- 
tion Andy in your letter, and that he should arrive a minute after the letter, I 
had never met Andy before but Tod is an old shipmate, It certainly proved to be one 
of the most enjoyable week-ends that I have spent for a long time, Andy, Tod and I 
spent most of the time in the den, while Mrs. Tod and my wife were enjoying them= 
selves in other ways, (That is, they always maintain they enjoy themselves in spite 

of our neglect), 

Andy brought up a few albums of his most wonderful collection of ship photos and 
when he left had about half of the negatives of snaps I took aboard the various s 
schooners in which I sailed, 

Yesterday afternoon Marsh Harger and Mrs, Harger dropped in from Burlington, 

None of us had ever met before, but I think iiarsh and I will see more of each other 
in the future altho our interests in the way of nautical research are not quite the 
same, 

It seems to me that the Guild is doing a good job of bringing together several 
distinct groups, each of which is wrapped up in its own particular branch of ree 
searching, Model makers seem to be a type who make up their mind to model a particu- 
lar vessel, They will go to great extremes to pick up data on that one vessel, and 
have no interest in the class to which it belongs, We have fellows who are almost 
exclusively interested in schooners, square=riggersy river craft, lake craft, vessels 
of a particular area, steamships, navy craft or others, I guess we all take a passing 
interest in the other fellows specialty, but with such a diversity it has always 
been hard to meet up with others of the same bent, The Guild is doing a fine job 
along this line, I have met several fellows who would never have come my way without 
the Guild, 

' But I have not yet met the historian who beat me to that sea chest, 
a few oldetimers out and get another chest or two opened, 
more material, the better, 


Hope we get 
The more members and the 


From Caotain Harry Daniel, Montevideo, Congratulations on the Christmas 
number of the Journal, with Father Christmas coming down through the lubberts hole 
in the maintop, I have colored it and it looks nice. JI wish the sketch showed how 
he got his big bag down from the top after he reached the futtock shrouds, 

I had a long fine letter from Dan licNeil, all about his trip East. He covered 
a lot of those downseast seaports which contributed so mich to maritime history with 
those wonderful ships they bilt. A really graceful clippership was the greatest 
contribution to the beauty of the sea ever procuced by the hand of man, Those rugged 
shipbuilders, who fashioned the lovely clippers out of logs of timber, must have had 
a lot of beauty in their make-up to be able to conceive the picture of how the ship 
would look (in a mental picture) before putting that picture into lines or plans for 
the building, I am trying to make a picture of the WANDERER, but I am no Charles 


Patterson or Jack Spurling, so I can't say how it will come out yet. If it is satise & 
factory I'l) send you a print. 


PITY THE WHALE 

It is not, we fear, going to be a happy new year for whales, Dispatches from 
London tell us that some 250 ships manned by 12,000 men of half dozen nations and 
equipped with every modern device are now converging in the Antartic for the start of 
the whaling season which opens Jan 2. The number of ships and men involved is bad 
enough, It is the equipment which makes the outlook for whales really black, The 
British are going to use electric harpoons, nylon ropes and submarine-detecting de- 
vices in their hunt, The Norwegians are relying on planes to scout the leviathan in 
his lair, All are equipped with radar while the whale, as far as is known, hasn't 
added to his equipment since the days of Jonah and certainly not since the days of 
Moby Dick, We find ourselves, somehow, siding with the whale. (Continued on p,.50) 


5 
> 
‘ 
. 
vy 
ae 


PAINTING WITH JAPAi! COLORS 


by 
Thomas Hornsby 


It is true that good results in painting a ship model requires care and a cer- 
tain amount of practice = but a good workmanlike job is not beyond the skill of any 
modelmaker, 

The preparation of the surface for painting is of the most importance, and the 
hull should te examined for cracks, pit marks, or any dents caused by handling during 
construction, Depressions, as in the case of crushed fibres, can sometimes be raised 
by placing a few drops of water in the spot, as the absorption of the moisture will 
swell the wood and tend to raise it to the surface. Any irregularities remaining 
should now be filled with plastic wood or a naste crack filler anc sanded level with 
the surrounding surface. Plastic wood, being of denser composition than the surround} 
ing wood fibre is best dressed with a file, Give hull a coat of white shellac, cut 
one half by alcohol, to stiffen the grain and prevent absorption, Allow hull to dry, 
sand lightly, and shellac again with the shellac slightly reduced with aicohol, pay- 
ing particular attention to the bow and stern of the model where the wood becomes end 
grain, for it is here that the suction is greatest. When dry. sand again with 00 
paper to remove the burr, and wipe clean with a tack rag or damp cloth, Provision 
should now be made for the final mounting of the model, by whatever method you intend 
to use, as it is extremely difficult to attemot this later when the model is painted. 
With the hull again bare, paint with two coats of flat white interior paint, sanding 
these two coats as before, 

Next establish the waterline, this thas been described before, and in many places, 
but make sure the hull is correctly placed, Hold a square to the side of the stem 
and take test measurements to the heights of the bulwarks amicships on each side, 
before scribing the waterline, Another method I use is to place a steel rule across 
the tops of the bulwarks and place a spirit level on it to make certain that the hull 
is not canted to one side. Mask out the hull on the waterline just established with 
decorator's masking tape or black plastic electrical scotch tape which is tetter. 
Burnish this down tightly with the back of a teaspoon, as it must adhere closely to 
prevent bleeding. Normally the lower part of the hull is to be painted first, mt 
there is no rule, However there is one advantage to this procedure, for when finished 
the model may be returned to its permanent mounting base, and the rest of the painting 
accomplished. 

Japan painting is probably the modelmaker's standard method, sincé it has been 
used over a long period, with rather good results. Despite its wide use, it seems 
difficult to get anyone to tell you exactly how to use the product, how t> mix it and 
how to get uniform colors, The following therefore is my own method, is not taken 
from any printed source, but is the result of my own experimenting; and may or may 
not agree with the methods you are now using, These paints are obtainable in paint 
stores, but are more usually found in those supplying art materials, and are known 
variously as "coach colors" or "carriage colors", They are made in about 50 colors 
and several varieties of black and white, and are put up in both cans and tubes. The 
tubes are to be preferred, since they last longer, as the lids of the cans cannot be 
made perfectly airtight and the paint in time sets up, and the remainder is lost for 
use. The white japan comes in three types: Flake White, Permanent Striping White, and 
French Zinc White. This last dries very flat and smooth, and considering that it is 
a white paint has excellent hiding properties, The addition of it to solid colors, 
when needed, will make them less intense, The bdiack japan can be had in two types: 
Lamp Black, which dries with a grey dusty finish, and Drop Black which gives a rather 
good dead black. To obtain a jet black, add a small quantity of Prussian Blue to the 
Drop Black when mixing. It might be well to mention here that black japan does not 
adhere to metal parts well, as it tends to flake off, and if metal parts are not to 
be blackened chemically, it is best to substitute a flat black lacquer in its place. 

The main advantages of using these paints, is that they require no special brush- 
ing skill, dry quickly and dust free, and when thoroughly dry give an even matte 
finish so desirable in model work. They contain only the pigment and the japan dryer 
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in which they are ground, and it is necessary to add other ingredients to make them 
more serviceable. In mixing, the color is squeezed out on a pane of glass, or a wide 
flat dish and enough spirits of turpentine (pure) is worked into it with a palette 
knife to make it liquid, The addition of this solvent is to make the paint "bond" 
better to the primary coats and to insure thorough mixing of the pigment and dryer, 
Add the turpentine sparingly, by the use of an eye dropper, and when the mixture has 
reached this liquid state, no more turpentine is to be added, The reason for this 
will be explained shortly. To a small mixture of paint add also two drops of Mastic 
or Damar varnish, both are pale light drying varnishes and either will do equally well. 
Add this cautiously by means of the eye dropper, as an overdose will delay the dry- 
ing, make the paint tacky, and impart too high a gloss, The purpose of the varnish 

is to make the paint coat tougher, harder and thus more durable, A small mixture as 
above would be about what could be held in a tablespoon, 

The mixture is now to be strained, to remove any unground particles of pigment 
and any foreign matter the mixture might contain which would leave irregularities on 
the surface, Make for this purpose, a brass or copper wire frame, exactly like a 
miniature lamp shade frame, possibly 4 inches across the bottom ring, 3 inches high, 
and 3 inches across the top rim. To the top rim, standing upright and outward at a 
slight angle, solder 4 or 5 brass 1ill pins, their points to act as stretchers, It 
is intended that discarded Nylon stockings are to be used as the filtering material 
over this frame. Cut off the foot, and the garter band at the top, and slit the 
stocking tube down the back seam, then cut across to make patches about 5 inches 
square, avoiding of course any runs or ladders in the material. Keep an ample supply 
of these patches on hand so that they may be hooked across the rim top when needed, 
Place the straining frame over a clean teacup’: saucer, rinse a Nylon mesh patch under 
running water and snap it in place across the top rim. The object in rinsing the 
patch is to remove any loose fibers, and any small beads of water that still cling 
to the mesh will not affect the paint, 

It is likely that the paint mixture will now have gained in consistency, and 
before pouring it through the filter it should be thinned by the addition of sub- 
spirits, This is a clear white petroleum distillate, and is very inexpensive if 
bought by the gallon. Unlike turpentine it gives complete evaporation, and does not 
change the balance of the paint mixture except to thin it and increase its brush- 
ability. Turpentine, on the other hand, is a vegetable gum product with a high degree 
of resin content, and if it continues to be added as a thinnez to a constantly di- 
minishing quantity of paint, it will change the proportions of that mixture as it 
was originally put together. This results in the paint drying slower, staying tacky; 
but most important of all, the last part of the paint job will be different in appear- 
ance than the first part which had only a minimum amount of turpentine. Japan paints 
due to the large proportion of dryer, set up very quickly, and it will be necessary, 
as the work proceeds to continue to add a few drops of "sub=spirits" from time to 
time. Under ideal drying conditions, this paint will dry in about 20 or 30 minutes, 
under forced drying, such as an electric fan, even quicker. It is not too difficult 
to apply two coats in a single evening, 

The brushes used with this paint are the ordinary water color camel hair brushes, 
as sable are likely to be too expensive to use on woodwork, Flat brushes will work 
best over large surfaces, such as the outside of the hull, while round brushes are 
needed for cutting in work and in small close areas, Trail board carvings, figure- 
heads, miniature figures and lettering require very fine round brushes such as #00. 

It is also possible to get very tiny brushes, called china painter!s quills for this 
type of work, No special instructions can be given for the manner of painting except 
that it is advisable to spread the paint smoothly as possible, lifting the brush at 
the end of the stroke, On large areas try to keep the ends wet, not allowing the 
previously painted area to set up before the painting is continued or joined, Deck 
houses, deck fixtures and the like, are best painted off the model, and then attached, 
but this is not always possible in model work, In such situations, first cut the 
edges in with a small round brush, and before it has had a chance to dry, pick up the 
work again with a larger brush and paint the rest of the surface in a normal manner, 
working back from the leading edge. Runs or sags, do not ordinarily develop with 
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japan paints, for once it is spread it starts to dry immediately; on the other hand 
these paints have no self-leveling properties and the paint must be brushed out. The 
matter of the number of coats cannot be stated offhand, since conditions and surfaces 
to be covered vary so, Many writers on model painting advise a large number of suc- 
cessive coats, but there seems to be no good reason for this providing the surface is 
sufficiently covered, as excess paint builds up in corners, against moldings and tends 
to hide small details, 

When the final coat is dry, the surface is to be rubbed down with a piece of old 
handkerchief linen. I use also for this purpose a silver polishing brush, the : 
bristles of which have about the right stiffness without being hard enough to scratch. 
A surface burnished in this manner has a soft glow, without being shiny, and is less 
liable to fingermark, While this dry polished surface is excellent for the packets, 
the clippers, and the old naval men-of-war, it is hardly adequate for modern yachts 
and steamship models since there is always a slight texture present. To achieve a 
super smooth, porcelain finish the painted surface mist be cut down by the use of 
Nwet or dry" paperssuch as are used to sooth automobile finishes, These come in 8 
by 10 inch sheets, in grades 320, 00, and 500 according to the degree of fineness, 
The paver is torn into small patches, dipped in clear water, and using the ball of 
the thumb or the tips of the fingers rubbed over the surface like sandpaper. By 
creasing the paper it is possible to work up against moldings and joints. Some model- 
makers use kerosene or gasoline in place of the water, which seems to make the cutting 
faster, but as these agents are liable to have a soluble action on the paint I do not 
care to try it. The paper is repeatedly dipped in the water to remove the paint 
"chalk" that is being cut from the surface. Without allowing the surface to dry, wipe 
several times with a slightly dampened clean cloth when this cutting action is dis- 
continued, Two or three separate applications of the paper will be necessary before 
a perfectly smooth surface results. 

Special tints, shadings or tones to reproduce certain desired colors will some- 
ttimes require the addition of artist's oil colors, When these are to be added to a 
japan paint mix, it is first advisable to remove the oil in which the artist's 
colors are ground = since it is not needed or desired. Squeeze some of this color 
out on a white blotter and let the paint stay there until the oil is drawn off by 
suction. Such special color mixes may contain or 5 basic colors in varying amount 
which you have added to achieve a certain color desired = such mixes are often dif- 
ficult or impossible to match unless you have an exceptional eye for color, ‘When 
it is necessary to continue painting with such special mixes, the exact matching of 
which appears doubtful, the paint can be held over until needed. Allow the mix to 
slightly thicken by exposure to air, and then carefully immerse the plate in a pan of 
clear cold water without disturbing it. When again taking u» the work, the water is 
poured off, and the paint is made liquid again by the addition of more thinner, again 
by means of the eye dropper. Paint preserved by this method keeps perfectly well for 
one or two nights, and possibly much longer. But do not attempt to soften or rework 
paint that has been allowed to dry on the tray, as it will stay gummy and refuse to 
dry properly. 

In general, keep hands clean, and avoid touching the work once it has been 
painted. Keep brushes clean, by rinsing them twice after use in the thinner, and 
while still soft wash them out in the palm of the hand with mild soap, Rinse and 
then shake dry, Store brushes lying flat or stand on the handle ends in a jar. Dis- 
card brushes that contimally cast their hairs, they are worn out and need to be 
replaced. Reference is again made to the addition of the varnish, as this is liable 
to prove a matter of individual experience and judgment. It depends largely upon 
what is wanted, a flat coat or a glossy one, Too high a percentage of varnish how- 
ever may result in coats that still are not thoroughly dry after 10 or 12 days, mean- 
while they are picking up dust from the air, but if the mixture be kept on the "japan" 


side the paint will dry fast and flat, free from dust, and without any toy. like 
appearance, 


_in Captain Robbie, as Jack calis him, who was senior officer of the "White Empress" 


- transporting them to safety in the eld .JAPAN. Ny CUTTY SARK model and my shop got 
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SOME NOTES ON EQUIPMENT OF U.S. NAVAL VESSELS 
from John Lyman 


TRON TANKS =~ On 10 July 1832 an appropriation act included $131,795 for equipping 
U. Se warships with iron tanks (replacing the cooperage in which drinking water 
was carried previously.) 
PAINTING -= General Order No, 93 of 11 March 1869 directed that spars be painted 
black, not yellow, in return to the "old custom," 
SKYSAIL POLES == General Oider No, 243 of 12 June 1879 rescinded an order of 1) Sept. 
1869, and directed that vessels thereafter fitted out be provided with skysail 
poles from four feet to seven feet in length, 
PAINTING BOATS =~ General Order No, 252 of 7 July 1880, directed launches, steam-~ 
cutters and dinghies to be black outside below the moldings and lead=color inside. a 
All other boats, white outside below moldings and white inside above footlings; 
below the footlings lead color, In al). boats the outside moldings and gunwale 
will be kept bright. 
Genoral Order Noe 320, 3 June 188) specifies "All boats will be painted white 
sutside", 
FUNNELS == General. Oraer No, 252, 7 July 1880, also directs that all smoke stacks 
in the Navy will be kept black, 
NIGHT SIGNALS =~ General Order No. 301 of 21 Oct, 1882 adopted the Very system of 
night signals in the Navy, replacing the Coston system, 


GUILD MEMBERS HAVE A GAM IN VANCOUVER 


From Fred T, Manning, "We had the meeting of the three members at my home on 
Tuesday, February 17th,, Art Marshall, Jack Claridge and I. Jack brought along his 
model of the old EMPRESS OF JAPAN. This model is equal to any put out by experts = 
for Jack is a stickler for scale and accuracy in everything. He has a stern critic 


for 30 years, He saved over 1500 lives in the Japanese earthquake years ago, by 


a good going over and we exchanged views and ideas. Coffee and sandwiches were served 
by my "Sailmaker", 


We will line up more members so we can have a bigger attendance, 


OLD DENTAL TOOLS ARE GOOD RIGGING TOOLS 
From Jay Williams 


I have two types which are very useful = one is a dental scaler shaped as in A 
below, with the edge filed off sharp to make an angled chiisel, This I find more use- 
ful than scissors for cutting the ends of lines amid the tangle of deck cordage, as 
well as for "afterthoughts" = that is, irregularities in carpentry work on deck houses 
which are not noticed until it's too late to do anything about them. The second type 
"BY is the dental forcepts, I have stolen three pairs from my dentist, and have shaped 
two of them by heating and bending to look like "Ci and "D" below. "B" is of course 
the regular forcepts., These are indispencible for rattling up shrouds, for typing 
knots, and for all sorts of handling of small lines, The dental mirror, by the way, 
has an aesthetic use, It is exactly right for making yourself small enough to stand 

on deck, at the feet of a main mast, or behind the wheel, to get a scale perspective 

of what your model looks like, 
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10 Times a Hero, 


He's Active at 83 


Raphael Lobez Recalls Thrilling 
Episodes in His Life at Sea 


By Mabel Greene 
Captain Raphael Lobez is as lively as a bottle of soda water 


that has been thoroughly shaken 
It’s hard to believe that the 


just before it is uncapped. 
brisk, doughty man who has re- 


ceived 10 medals and numerous citations for his heroic deeds 
while in command of ships at sea wilt reach his 83rd birthday 


May 25. 

“San Francisco has been home 
to me since the first time I came 
through the Golden Gate in 
1896,”’ he said today in his apart- 
ment, 235 Oak-st. 

“I arrived on the old White 
Star Coptic. She was the ship on 
which I took the annexation 
documents to Hawaii in 1898. 

“She also carried the first 
gramophone, the first auto and 
the first motion pictures to 
China. 

S. F. His Favorite Spot 

“In 1912 my wife and I came 
here as permanent residents. Our 
only child, John Connelly Lobez, 
was killed in the first World War. 
My wife died in 1921. I have 
lived here continuously since my 
retirement in 1926. 

“I wouldn’t live anywhere 
else in the world and I’ve seen 
many cities during my voyages.” 

Lobez was born in Chester, 
England where his 86-year-old 
sister still lives. 

A brother, the late Col. Stanis- 
laus Lobez of the 4th French 
Cuirassiers, died recently in the 
palace of the Prince of Monaco 
where he lived after his retire- 
ment from the French army. 

“Mother was Irish and father 
was French,” the captain said. 
“My paternal grandfather was 
commodore of the Boulogne 
fishing fleet. I went to sea in 
1887 as a 16-year-old cadet on 
the Britis® barkentine, Matter- 


horn.” 
we Honored By Pope 


The salty-tongued captain is 
quietly reserved about his dec- 
orations, although he _ speaks 
proudly of the medal conferred 
on him in 1910 by Pope Pius X 
for services to the Catholic 
Church. 

Lobez’s first medal was given 
to him in 1891 when he rescued 
the only survivor of the Ba. 
Sophie Joachim which went down 
in a storm off Liverpool. 

Later that same year he dived 
into a shark-infested area of the 
Indian Ocean and rescued the 
youngest apprentice whom the 
eldest apprentice had pushed 


overboard from the Matterhorn. 
“A 14-foot shark we caught 
later—had eight double rows of 
teeth upstairs and downstairs— 
slashed my leg as I got him out 
of the water. But I wasn’t so 
badly hurt I couldn’t give that 
eldest apprentice a beating.” 
The St. George silver medal 
was bestowed on Lobez by Great 


Britain for his successful avoid-| 


ance of capture of his ship by 
the German armed cruiser Eitel 
Friedric, in 1914. 

Ran German Blockade 

He ran the British steamer 
Colusa into Valparaiso harbor 
and changed her registry to 
American, as the U. S. had not 
yet entered World War I. 

The red ribbon and decoration 
of a chevalier in the French 
Legion of Honor was conferred 
for Lobez’s rescue in April 1918, 
of 780 passengers from the 
wrecked French liner, Andre 
Lebon, off Singapore. 

“When I got their distress mes- 
Sage it was midnight and we 
were running without lights, as 
the war still was on. I told my 
first mate I guessed we’d better 
go in and get those people, and 
we did. Commandeered the crew 
of a Japanese vessel that was 
nearby to help us take them 
aboard.” 

Lobez, who received his 
master’s papers in 1896, com- 
manded ships of the White Star 
Line all over the world until 
after the first World War, when 
he became skipper of Grace Line 
ships, because the White Star 
Line had made him a marine 
superintendent and he didn’t like 
being ashore. 

From 1900-1902 he had served 
in the Boer War, earning a couple 
of decorations thereby. 

During a brief hitch with the 
International Mercantile Marine 
after his wife’s death, he super- 
vised the building of the SS 
Abraham Lincoln and then com- 
manded ships of the U. S. Lines 
until he retired. 

Notables who have traveled on 
passenger ships Lobez com- 


~ 


- 


AMONG HIS SOUVENIRS— 

Captain Raphael Lober displays 

a few of his medals he earned 

for the heroic rescues he made 

during nearly 40 years com- 
manding ships at sea. Now re- 
tired, but hale and hearty as 
he nears his 83rd milestone, he 
writes extensively on nautical 
subjects. 

manded range from the Queen 
of Hawaii to Mme. Nellie Melba, 
the opera singer. 

But the passenger he remem- 
bers best is a deposed president 
of Peru whom he took to sanc- 
tuary in Chile in 1913. 


From 
The San Francisco News 


Captain Lobez 
isa 
Charter Member 
of the 
Nautical Research Guild 
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THE CONKEY RUNNER LEAOS FROM THE DONKEY CORUM TO THE SPAN BLOCK. THE 
CARGO FALL OR WHIP LEADS FROM THE FOOT OF THE MAST Ta THE 


1" TOPPING LIFT PENDANT 


HEAD OF THE CARGO GAFFE THROVEH 
A BLOCK, AT THE END OF THE Fate 


SPAN 
"GALVANIZED Wine A BLOCK 16 HOOKED INTO THE EYE 


AND THE DONKEY RUNNER ROVE 
THE MAN 


THROUGH THE 


DONKEY RUNNER MANNING THE CARGO FALL HEAVES THE 
aF CLOCK THE DONKEY RUNNER OUT 
SWIVEL GIN! - To THE GAEF HEAO, THEN THE LONG- 
BLOCK EMEN HOOK A SLING OF CARGO ON 
CARGO FALL RUNNER CARGO HOOK, AMO THE OON- 
KAY-MAN HEAVES AWAY, AS WE WEAVES 
NEW MANILA v THE MAN MANNING THE CARGO 
CARGO FALL OR WHIP SLACKS AWAY ANO THE LOAD 
SWIVEL HALF CHEEK RUNNER ‘ - 
' 
BLOCK 
' 
' 
§ DONKEY RUNNER 4 
CARGO FALL 
THE CARGO FALL ALL 
SLACK AS\THE OOTTED LINES 
THE SLING HAS BEEN 
CARGO HOOK WITH LENGTH UNHOOKED THE\DONKEY-MAN HEAVES 


THE MAN MAN- 
RGO FALL HEAVES 
ON THE GAFF 
VER AND 
1S 


OF CHAIN HEAVY ENOUGH 
To OVERHAUL ITSELF 


NING THE 


THE HOOK 
OR HA 


DETAIL OF CARGO GAFF- HEAD 


TO OISCHARGE THE DONKEY 
RUNNER LEADS FROM THE DONKEY CORUM 
TO GAFFE AND GAFF -HEAD THE 
CAREO FALL OR WHIP 16 RIGGEO TO 
THE SPAN REVERSING THE 
HONOLULU PURCHASE. 


SV SG 


HONOLULU PURCHASE 


NN CAAWN FOR THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH 
GQUILO - DICTIONARY PROJECT - 
BY EMMETT HOSKINS 19s2. 


GUILD DICTIONARY PROJECT 
John Lyman 


The Honolulu Purchase. Most models of schooners suffer a little from the fact 
that, with the gafis and booms arrenged as if the sails were in the furled position, 
there is little of interest in the rigging as compared with a square-rigger,. One 
way to give more life to such a model is to show cargo gear in use, and the accompany- 
ing drawing by Emmet Hoskins shows one kind of gear used widely on lest Coast vessels, 
the Honolulu purchase. For clarity, he has not shown the gaffs and booms of the 
sails and their gear, which would be in the usual furled position, but swung clear of 
the hatch, The throat halyards are used to hoist the inboard end of the sarzoegaff, & 
and it is also provided, as shown, with a fixed topping lift of 1" wire, and guyed 
securely fore and aft, 

It is not necessary to treat further of the definitions of such terms as donkey 
runner, cargo fall, cargo-gaff, or span block, which are all made clear by Mr. Hos= 
kin's drawing. 

Addition of this gear to a model such as a foursmasted schooner FORESTER or 
barkentine AMAZON would help bring to life an otherwise static model, 


GUILD SLOP CHEST 
Wanted == "The Art of Rigging" 1925, Marine Research Society /8, clean, sound working 
copye Thomas Hornsby, Cheltenham, Pa, 

Wanted -— Model of a whale shipeinea=bottle, I will not only pay for the whale ship 
in a bottle but will also furnish the pinch=back bottle of scotch to empty. Robert 
E. Harper, 1001 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Washingtony De Ce 
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The Nautical Research Journal is published by 
the members of the Nautical Research Guild, a 
non-profit organization. 


The articles, drawings and sketches are con- 
tributed by Guild members and the only revenue is 
from the annual dues. 


SECRETARY'S 
MONTHLY 
LETTER 


THE SECRETARY'S MONTHLY LETTER 
WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1948 


(All Rights Reserved) 
ANNUAL DUES — $5.00 


MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN WILLIS L. NYE 
3038 Bridge Street Hayward, California 


oun D. HAMILTON, SECRETARY-TREASURER 15004 EAST GRANADA AVE. WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A. 


IETLERS TO THE SECRETARY 


A letter from Daniel F, iiacNeil, San Francisco, "T received the copy of the 

February Journal and was interested in the article, "Ireck Returns of the Big Ten 
Schooners" by Winston Langdon, It brought to my mind one schooner that was being 
built in East Boston, Massachusetts when I was a kid there, it was intended to be 
a six master but was changed to a five and that made her the largest five master 
afloat when she was launched. It was the JAIJE PALMER and was built at Brooks Yard 
at Harbor View. If my memory serves me rizht there were three firms that gave up, 
or went broke in the building of this ship, she would lay a long time on the stocks 
until someone else would take it up and work from there, I was in the yard a few 
times while she was building and would marvel at the massive timbers in her frames, 
and of all the timbers lying around, and of all the big chips from the adz's and 
axes. We learned later that Palmer of the Palmer fleet bought her and finished her 

€& up as a five masters; then we reed in the Boston Post where Palmer was to christen 
her with goldenrods. You probably know that this wild flower grows like grass all 
over Massachusetts. One of the old maxims cf the sea is that a sailor will not ship 
on a ship that is not christened with some sort of liquor for it wouid be a hoodoo 
ship and might meet with disaster--and it did. On the day of the launching I, with 
an old chum of mine, was sitting on the hill in Wood Island Park where we had a 
grandstand seat of all the doing across the water at Harbor View. A tug from the 
old "T wharf" was there, in fact, they had two tugs to tow her around to the other 
side of East Boston when she would de water borne. 

Well, we could hear a bend over there and all that, the signal was given to 
"let got, but "no go", she had been so long on the stocks that she froze there, 

And this is another iaxim of the sea: if a ship refused to leave the ways at launch- 
ing she was classed as a hoodoo ship and something would happen to her, and sre 
enough it did. ‘Well, they got a big hawser from the ship to the tug, and she pulled 
but it would not give, then the other tug helped out, the two tugs could not budge 
her, they finally busted the hawser and gave up. Sometime during the following week, 
they got her off, then she had to go through a narrow channel toward Apple Island, 

ee and then make a 90 degree bend, she got stuck in tiis and they had to dredge that 
channel out so she could pass. 

She was hauling coal for some time, about a year, from Norfolk up the coast and 
on Christmas Eve, while trying to make Boston Harbor in the teeth of a Norteast blize- 
zard, she dropped her hook off Fawn Bar near Deer Island light, and with the tre- 
mendous rise and fall of the seas that night she crushed her bottom flat on the bar, 
I saw a picture in the Boston Post with just her topmasts sticking above water, all 

. was lost. 
You might remember that night yourself, of how the waves were hitting Winthrop 
; Beach in your old home town of Winthrop, the papers next day said the waves were 30 
r feet high, It sure raised havoc along the coast at that time. A good picture of it 
shows up in a book, "Storms and Shipwrecks of New England" by Edward Rowe Snow, the 
picture is called "\jinthrop's Shore Drive", But Snow speaks of this ship as the 


DAVIS PALHER, but I remember her at the time of the launching and she was called the 
JANE PALMER, 
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From Herbert G. Purcell, Lauikai, Oahu, T.H. February 22nd. ......eeee"I are 
rived in Honolulu over a week ago, after a wonderful trip; six days of real enjoy= 

ment and idleness and fair weather all the ways.cee.el spent the greater part of 

two afternoons visiting with Mr, W.H.D. King,NeRkeG., and that did not give me time 

to see the whole of his collection of photographs and paintings, He calls it his ° 
"Hawaiilana" and explains that he hoped to have something in his files abovt every 

ship that visited Hawaii since the islands were discovered in 1778, He not only ac= 
quired the pictures but he has volumes of data which are invaluable, He mentioned : 
the Guild frequently and is very interested in its activities, 


Answer to Query i!o, 231 by Eldin Underwood by H. T. Fitzpatrick, Jre After 
seven long years, I have finished the WANDERER and am now in the midst of the fasci- 
nating job of building H MS PRINCE, an English, 100 gun warship of 1570. I am 
building it frame and plank out of boxwood throughout, to a scale of 1/32" —— which 
gives a hull of 5=7/8", containing 140 frames, I have a photostat of the Admiralty 
plans and 6 large photos of the model which I got from the Science Iuseum at Ken= 
sington, England, I note Cuery No, 231 in February issue and this museum is the 
partial answer, A fricnd of mine (through letters) in England, Donald Mcilarry, a 
world famous miniaturist, is now assembling data re the ROYAL WILLIAM for a construc- 
tion model he is about to mild. I sent him some photos of the Admiralty model of 
the ROYAL WILLIAM which I got at Annapolis, There is a lot of information about the 
ROYAL WILLIAM in Stevens book "Old Time Ships" and CarreLawton!s "Old Ships Figure= 
heads and Sterns", which I just acquired incidentally, McNarry has acquired the 
photostat of plans from some museum in England and also has published a three part 
article on building a miniature of the PRINCE in the Nove, Dec., and Jan. issues 

of the British Magazine "Model Ships and Power Boats", licNarry's address, if Mr. 
Eldin Underwood wants to write him, is Donald licNarry, Apt. 2 B, Cliff Crescent, * 
Bartoneon-Sea, New Milton, Hants, England, or he can write to me and I will write for 
him." Firzpatrick Jr. 


BOOK 


LIFE IN AMIRICA, by Marshall B, Davidson, published by Houghton Mifflin Co. (Boston) 
in association with iietropolitan Museum of Art = 2= volumes, This work is mostly a 
progressive collection of famous prints, paintings and contemporary photographs = 
together with a brief text = portraying various phases of life and history in this 
country from the period of discovery to the present. Included are a‘number of mari- 
time subjects under various titles and of great interest to researchers and modele 
makerse 


DEEP WATER SAIL, by Harold A. Undernill, Brown & Ferguson (Glasgow). This is Under- 
hill's latest work on sailing vessels, There is a voluminous text with a number of 
illustrations by the author and 100 plates in the back of the book devoted to ship ee 
plans, rigging details and fittings data. Some cf the ship plans included are not 
complete but are very probably available if required. . It is suggested that orders 


be placed with James Bliss Company, 342 Atlantic Ave., Boston 10, Mass, for prompt 
service, 


Pity the Poor Whale, continued, They are becoming so few that a limit must be put 
on the number which may be killed. But we wish someone would develop a cheap, syn= 
thetic substitute for whale oil and whale procucts generally, ‘We feel a kinship for 
whales as fellow mammals who have not becn smart enough to develop either better 

ways of killing others or better ways of protecting themselves. == From The Los 7 
Angeles Times, 


NOTICE OF GROUP MEETING, The next meetin will be held on Harch 
27 at the San francisco liaritine Imseun at tne foot of Polk Street, at 6 P.il, 


‘ 
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS 


From William J, Strong, 4073 West Walworth St., Elkhorn, Wisconsin, 
Query No, 127, The First Submarine, I would like to obtain the plans or lines 

s for the first submarine, I believe it is called the Marine cr Maine Turtle, I have 

written several of the Governmental agencies but so far have had no luck in spite of 

the fact that I have secn sketches in some governmental publications, 

Query Noe 128, From Harold D, Huyexe, 408 North St., Tacoma, Washington, "The 
Alaska Packers Fleet" -- I would like to go on record with a perennial question of 
leoking for information on the "Alaska Packers", At the moment I am trying to get 
€ details on the wreck (particularly photographs) and history of the STAR OF FALKLAND, 

ex ARAPAHOE, ex NORTHERN LIGHT, ex STEINBECK, ex DURBRIDGE., This ship lay in Winse 
low, Washington from 1914 till 1917, interned under the German flag and seized by the 
UeSe government in April 1917. Any members who are familiar with the West Coast 
Lumber carriers, both sail and steam (with emphasis on the early @velopment of steam 
schooners along the liendocino Coast) are invited to correspond, I am working for the 
Weyerhauser Steamship Company and expect to get around the Northwest country during 
the next few ycars, 

Answer for . Ralph C. Shepherd from Harold D. Huycke == Bark NELSON, Around 
1942 she was converted to a bark and was operated under tow, continuing in coastal 
trade in Chile, In 19h, while in tow of the tug LEON, she struck a reef in the 
Chacao Channel, neer Ancud and was wrecked, I bilicve she had been inspected in 192 
by the same people who eventually bought CALBUCO and GUYTECAS, with an idea of buying 
her too, but apparently she was in too poor shane for off-shore trading. 

Query Noe 130 of Francis A, Lessard, Route 1, Box 196, Finley Park, Tllinois, 
Can anyone give me the words to the tune of "Haul Away, Joe"? ‘ 

Cuery No, 131 from Jay Williams, Del, West Redding, Conn Can anyone 
help me to identify this ship? I have undcrtaken to restore an antique model for a 
gentleman here. She is clearly marked RED JACKET on bows and stern, but she does 
not resemble the clipper of that nance-at least the one Iknow,. She is a three» 
masted ship, sparred to the royals on all masts, She has a fine, carved bone taffrail 
and forecastle railing, a bone doble steering wheel, two deck houses, two hatchways, 
a capstan on the forecastle deck, companionway aft, and main bitts, also handsomely 
carved in bone. The boom, which is rather short, is supported by a crutch. The hull 
lines are fines; she resembles, in the hull, the packets of the late 19th century but 
is less apple=bottomed, The odd thing is that stern windows are carved in the hull; 
the stern is squares; the bows sharp like a clipper, There is a wellecarved figuree 
head of an Indian, Although she is out of proportion, 1 would say that the model 
had been made by a sailor and then rcerigged at some later date, since the rigging=- 
or what is left of ite=is poor, he ship is rigged like a clipper of the late 19th 
Century. Any information--particularly on the figurehead, which being part of the 

original is undoubtedly a cluce-=would be aporeciated, 


INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 


Paul Coe Nicholson, 208 Blackstone Boulevard, Providence 6, Rhode Island. Mr. 
Nicholson statcs his nautical interests are ISS Whaling Logs (of which I have about 
800). Books regarding ship wrecks, pirates, ctc, etc, That expresses it very 
briefly, but thinx of it == 800 Whaling LogsJ!} 


. Palmer L. Clark, 7503 Marshall Avc., Hammond, Indiana, United States and English 
. Navai History, period 1775-1815, 
Je Wm. Echenrode, Court Place, Westminster, llerylaend, "J am a collector of ship 
" models, especially of the Chesapeake work boats and small craft. I am interested in 
sail boats and am a collector in a small way of books on the sea," 
Thomas A, Wehrenberg, 2725 North Anthony, Fort Wayne, Indiana, "For the last 


three years I nave been a member of the "C,B,!s" reserve, Lately we have been study= 
ing the general construction of shins, of which I am very interested, therefore I 
would deem it an extreme pleasure to join the Guild," 
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Joseph Kacsur, 26 Raleigh Place, Brooklyn, New York. "I am secking for the past 
few years, information on plans for exact models for museum display, Have spent 700 
hours on the building of the SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS and woulc like to loan it out to 
some mseum, licscum of the City of New York no longer accepts models on loany only 
as gifts. Do you know anybody at Mystic I could contact, (Mr. Stackpole and Mr, 
Steers of Mystic Merine Association, please take notice), I have also built the 
CUTTY SARK and the BLUENUSE“, 

danes H, Laidman, 803 Leavenworth St., San Trancisco, California, Commodore 
Clifford A, Smith introduces Mr, Laidman to the Guild and writes on his application 
Were is a real limcy for you and a very nice man", Mr, Laidman is like the rest 

of us and writes on his application: "I am interested in Ships, Yachts and all things 
of the Sea", 

Francis Arthur Lessard, Route 1, Box 196, Tinlcy Park, Dllinois, Francis Lessard 
has made many modcls and his list includes about 17 models of famous names and types 
which will be sent to Herbert S. Scott for registration in the Guild Ship Model Re» 
gistry. 

Dr. Paul de Silva, 350 Post Street, San Francisco, California. This is what could 
be cailed a cooperative job. Captain Nicls Jessen sent in the check, Captain 
Leighton Robinson told us some of the doctorts nautical intcrests and Cormodore 
Smith sent us the doctor's address -« all because of the shortage of applications, 
We learn from Captain Robinson = "Paul de Silva is a fine fellow and sincere yacht-= 
ing enthusiast — for last two seasonse 51 and 52= Commodore of the San I’rancisco 

of the San Irancisco Yacht Club and sailed his "Big Bear" sloop to the season's 
championships in her class with Captain Nicls Jessen as main sheet hand, But on the 
doctor's application, we find this == "I want to know more about ships so I can argue 
with fellows like Cap. Robinson and Cap. Jessen", 

Joseph Russakow, 12 Medison Avc., Mount Hollcy, New Jersey, Mr. Russakow joined 
the Guild anc we welcome him and will introduce him with his nautical intcrests upon 
receipt of his application, We are later advisec that he is a ship modeler, 

James Victor Potts, Con Mine, Yellowknife, iJ,"), Territories, Canada, "It is good 
to know that 1 have found somebody to take intcrest in the first faltcring steps of 
a ship modeler, I originally hailed from Toronto and at one time I was modeling 

air planes, but by degrees, the ever present fascination of great sailing snips 
swayed my modeling to ships, I am at present building the BENJAMIN \), LATHAM and 
because of my lack of experience am having considerable difficulty in rigging the 
topsails and fishcrmants staysail, I am ignorant of the names of these lincs so can 
not tell you just what is bothering me. Bccause I am situated so far north, it is 
difficult to impossible to obvain iy proper painte Possidly you can tell me how I 
could make do with the common varicty paint available in most hardware stores," lir, 
Potts checks in as our farthest north member, Ycllowlmife is a mining village and 
station of the Sovth MacKenzic District on the Great Slav Lake at the mouth of the 

- Yellowknife River, Jir. Potts writes that it has been 50 below zero up there and our 
comment is that it is fine weathcr for ship modeling, 

James Anthony Allen (Naval Officer) U,S.S,ROANOKE (Cl. 145) Fleet Post Office, New 
York, Wel. Mr. Allen's intcrests, as he states them, cover the same as those of 
many of our members = "Sail Models == Sail Ship Books == and Sail Ship Art", but we 
would be pleased to learn what ships he has built and about his pictures and his art, 


Changes in Roster: Change Richard W. \jarren, Route 1 to Route 5 
"Patrick Shannon, Box 516 to Box 5116, 
" Thomas E, Tragle to 36 Dwight Road, Warwick, Va, 


Keep the Secretary advised of changes in your address, ‘Write all queries and 


Answers on separate sheet, Place your name and date on all articles. Our date line 
is the first of each month, 
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